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 From the Principal’s Desk . . . 
 

Well, it is a sunny day out there today. Yesterday was 
unbelievably nice! Well, that is about as normal as my 
newsletter routine is this time around. It has certainly been a 
few weeks for the history books. As a student of history, and former history 
teacher it certainly impacts my lens as I look at these events, and I wonder what 
long term impact this will have on us as a nation. My hope, and prayer, is that it 
helps us to slow down and reflect, and truly be grateful for our many blessings!  
As a school we about to launch into a foray of online education unlike what we 
have experienced before. I know it will be challenging and evolving, but I remain 
optimistic it will show our typical fortitude as Kuemper Knights and be the best of 
a complicated situation.  
 
Activity and normalcy seem hard to come by during this time as school activities 
and events are put on hold or canceled, and it seems each day brings a new piece of 
information or reality to adapt to. But rest assured one thing remains unchanged, 
we are dedicated to providing the best possible education for our students and 
continue to work and to plan for next school year. We will continue to work on 
student schedules, course offerings, and to fill teaching openings just as we always 
have with the ultimate goal to provide an excellent Catholic education; mind, body, 
and soul.  
 
We thank you for your patience and prayers during this time, and rest assured you 
figure into our prayers as well!  During this time let us trust that God will redeem 
these turbulent times, just as he did our sin through the death of His Son. Let us 
seek those golden opportunities in a life we have less control over. Opportunities to 
laugh, to love, to pray, to draw nearer to our families and most importantly draw 
nearer to our heavenly Father. 
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From President’s Desk……. 
As you know, Governor Reynolds has 
extended school closings in Iowa until April 
30.  The state is requiring schools to submit 
a continuous learning model to them by the 
end of this week.  After careful review and 
deliberation with teachers and the administrative team, 
the Kuemper Catholic School System will be 
implementing required and graded learning while taking 
daily attendance in grades 9 to 12; and continue with a 
voluntary enrichment model for grades PK-8. This 
officially begins on Monday, April 13.   
Your child's teacher will be communicating with you in 
more detail about these changes, including recommended 
daily schedules and routines for your child. Grades PK-8 
will still be voluntary enrichment activities, but there will 
be more enhanced new learning and instruction for your 
children beginning on April 13.  These activities are 
strongly and highly recommended.  Help keep your child 
growing by keeping them engaged. Help us help you keep 
your child on pace in their educational journey so they 
especially don't fall behind next school year.  Flexibility 
will be factored in to help keep it manageable for all.   
Thanks to many of you who took our Family Device & 
Internet Survey and provided feedback.  If you have 
concerns regarding technology needs and supports, please 
contact your child's principal.  We are always here to 
help.   
Now more than ever, the role of the parent being the 
primary educator of children with our Catholic school as 
a strong secondary partner is obvious and 
important.  When this effective partnership is strong, 
Catholic schools really shine.  When parents understand 
this vital role and responsibility, the child will thrive in 
growing their mind, body and soul.  Thank you for taking 
your important and God-given role so seriously.  
As with the rest of society since the Coronavirus 
pandemic began, things are constantly changing daily and 
we all must be flexible. We understand that many 
communications have been sent your way from teachers 
and administrators.  We will work on streamlining and 
simplifying this.  However, over-communication is 
preferred to under-communication so Kuemper always 
wants what is best for your child's education.  It shows 
that Kuemper teachers sincerely care about your 
child.  Thanks for your understanding as we all navigate 
these changing waters each day.   
We have also partnered with Carroll Community School 
District by being an official Grab & Go free meal site at 
the Holy Spirit Center on Mondays and Wednesdays.   
Again, watch for follow-up emails from your child's 
teacher with more details on our continuous learning 
instruction beginning on Monday, April 13.  Finally, 
enjoy these next few sacred days of Holy Week, the most 
celebrated week of the year in our Church. Follow our 
chaplain, Fr. Pat Behm, on Youtube along with many 
other faith-based activities provided by your 
teachers.  And let's all do our part as a team working 
together to fight the Coronavirus.  Stay safe, stay healthy, 
and stay home.  Thank you. 
 
-John Steffes ‘82   
 

Follow Father 

Patrick Behm  

Follow Father on his YouTube channel for weekly masses 
and inspiration. During this trying time. Here is the link  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC9hi3ngYGdwU7DIwWMzvLIQ You can also access 
other Faith resources on the Kuemper website.   

Prom 
 

Because of the extended closure prom will not be held as 
planned. We are working with the Carrollton and our DJ 
to look for alternate dates in May, but we know this will 
be a challenge with graduation, graduation parties, dance 
recitals, and other events common during the month.  

We are looking at a variety of factors to see if a prom 
scheduled after the end of school is feasible, as well as 
conferring with other schools on their plans. Our strong 
preference would be to try and schedule for May, if 
possible. A prom after school ends offers many issues that 
may not be able to be overcome.  

Please remember, even if we are able to reschedule prom, 
if school closures are extended beyond the end of April 
we cannot hold prom either. This would mean if prom is 
rescheduled, and that new date falls within a school 
closure extension prom would then be canceled and not 
rescheduled. 

 
 

2020 Friends 

of Kuemper 

Ball 

The Kuemper community is one of collaboration, 
communication, and Christ.  During these unprecedented 
times we want to be as transparent and open as possible 
as we are living in a time of uncertainty.  We will 
continue to send updated information via mailings, emails 
and social media.  Please follow us on Facebook 
@KuemperCatholic for the latest updates. We want to 
first take this opportunity to offer our most sincere thank 
you for your continued support of Kuemper Catholic 
School and the Kuemper Ball.  Your donation of time, 
money and/or prayers for this year’s Ball are truly 
appreciated. 
 
In an effort to be mindful of social distancing and reduce 
the spread of the Coronavirus, the Chair-Couples for this 
years’ Ball, along with the Kuemper team, have decided 
to cancel the in-person Ball for this year.  We will, 
however, have a VIRTUAL BALL on Facebook live on 
May 2nd at 7:00pm central time.  Please join us!  If 
you’re not able to join us that evening please look for the 
recording of the event that will be on the Kuemper 
Catholic School Facebook page. Thank you again for 
supporting the Kuemper Ball and our mission. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9hi3ngYGdwU7DIwWMzvLIQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9hi3ngYGdwU7DIwWMzvLIQ


You may still purchase raffle tickets (Ag, Vehicle and 
General Raffles) by going online at kuemper.org/ball or by 
mail at: Kuemper Catholic School, ATTN: Cindy Lawler, 
116 S. East St., Carroll, IA  51401. 
This year’s Chair Couples are: Tom and Paula 
Kasperbauer, Jeremy and Tina Schechinger, Bill and 
Laurie Schenkelberg and Kyle and Onica Ulveling. 

Important Reminder 
 

The business office would like to remind 
families that tuition is due by the end of the 
school year. Graduating seniors must have 
their tuition paid in full before taking their finals in May. 

 

Graduation Policy 
 
Only students who have met academic, financial, and 
discipline requirements are allowed to participate in 
Baccalaureate and Graduation ceremonies.  If you have 
concerns, call Mr. Haefs at 792-3596. 
 

Booster Club 
 
We are looking for enthusiastic people to 
join the Kuemper Booster Club for the 
2020-21 school year.  The Booster Club is active in 
supporting various Kuemper activities.  Meetings are held 
monthly during the school year.  
 

Nurse’s Notes 
 
Senior immunization cards will be returned with 
diplomas.  It is important to keep them for 
college admission, the military, and future job 
applications. 
 
 

Needing School Uniforms 

 

If you are cleaning out closets, please think of us.  Our 
storage closet can always use white/red polos, and khakis 
in adult sizes.  You can drop them off at the High School 
main office. 

2020-2021 Registration 

It's already time to think about the new year! You should 
have received registration information by mail recently. 
Please be sure to complete the necessary forms for the 
2020-2021 school year. The forms can then be emailed 
to registration@kuemper.org or mailed to 109 S. Clark 
Street, Carroll, IA 51401. 

Counselor’s Notes 

All parents and students are reminded to frequently check 
emails as well as the Kuemper Counselors Google Site 
page that was messaged out to all. Updates will be posted 
there as they come about. This includes information on the 
April ACT, change in AP tests, scholarships, and much 
more! Announcements are also posted on the Kuemper 
Catholic High School Counselor Facebook page.  

Seniors, keep filling out and mailing those scholarship 
applications! All senior students have access to 
applications on the shared "2020 Scholarships" Google 
Drive folder. Addresses can be found on the scholarship 
deadline spreadsheet found in that folder and on the 
Kuemper site under "School Info"-- "High School"--
"Scholarships for Graduating Seniors".  

We are working on finalizing 2020-2021 student schedules 
and will keep all posted as to when you may expect them.  

Please feel free to contact Ms. Hackathorn via email with 
any questions or concerns during this time.  

 

Tax Credit 
 

As you meet with your Tax Advisor, be 
sure to ask if making a gift to the Msgr. 
Lafferty Tuition Foundation (STO) will 
benefit you!  You will receive a 65% Iowa tax credit! 

Kuemper’s goal this year is:  $751,371 

 

 


